Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP)

A student wishing to receive financial assistance through a federal or state program must be making
satisfactory academic progress toward a degree, diploma or certificate. The Financial Aid Office monitors
the progress of all students receiving financial aid to ensure that they are making satisfactory academic
progress toward completion of their program in a reasonable period of time. This policy is in addition to
the academic standards required by the college. The cumulative review determines the student’s eligibility
for financial assistance based on his/her academic history. Whether the student has received financial
assistance previously is not a factor in determining eligibility.

Completion Rate

A student must satisfactorily complete at least 67 percent of the total credit hours attempted at ATC.
Grades of F, W, WF, U, and NC are not considered satisfactory; however, they are considered as
attempted credit hours and may hurt a student’s eligibility for future terms. A student’s completion rate will
be evaluated at the end of each semester.

Grade Point Average (GPA)

A student must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA.

Length of Eligibility, i.e. Maximum Time Frame (MTF)

A student may receive financial aid at Aiken Technical College for up to 150% of the published program
length. For example, a student enrolled in a 60 credit hour program is eligible until 90 credit hours are
attempted. Transfer hours will be included when assessing the MTF. A student repeating a course will
have the repeat counted in determining MTF.

Program Changes

A student is allowed two program of study changes before completing a degree, diploma or certificate.
Additional changes by the student may result in suspension of financial aid. A student changing from one
program into a different program with fewer total required credit hours may lose federal and state
eligibility immediately upon making this change. A student considering a change of program should
consult with the FAO to discuss the effect of a change on SAP.

Transitional Studies Course Work
Financial aid recipients may take a maximum of 10 transitional courses in Math and Reading, Writing and

Reasoning (RWR). These courses count toward hours attempted and will be considered in determining
SAP.



Warning

At the end of each semester, a student’s academic record is evaluated to determine if the student is
meeting Title IV Standards of Academic Progress (SAP). A student who is not meeting SAP will be placed
on Warning. While under a Warning Status, the student will still receive financial aid; however, if the
student fails to meet SAP in the subsequent semester attended, the student will be placed on Financial
Aid Suspension.

Probation

A student that is not meeting SAP will be placed on Financial Aid Suspension. The student will have an
opportunity to appeal based on unusual or mitigating circumstances. If the appeal is approved, the
student’s aid will be reinstated with conditions and the student will be placed on Probation. The student
will remain in a probationary status as long as the conditions are being met.

Suspension

After a warning semester, a student who is not meeting SAP will have his/her aid suspended. A student
may petition to have his/her aid re-established by submitting a letter of appeal with supporting
documentation to the Enrollment Services Center.

A student who has attempted the maximum number of transitional and/or prerequisite courses, maximum
number of credit hours allowed for their program of study or has exceeded the allowed number of
program changes is automatically placed on financial aid suspension.

Each student is notified via student e-mail when placed on Financial Aid Warning, Probation, or
Suspension. It remains the responsibility of the student to be aware of his/her academic standing. A
student that is allowed to return on academic probation through the Enroliment Services Center is not
automatically eligible for financial aid.

Appeals

Appeals are accepted for students who have been placed on financial aid suspension due to completion
rate, grade point average and maximum time frame. Appeals are not accepted for exceeding the
maximum transitional and/or prerequisite courses. Appeal instructions are available on the financial aid
forms page of the ATC web site. The appeal should explain the reason(s) why the student is not meeting
the minimum standards of academic progress, how the situation has changed, what steps will be taken to
ensure that the standards will be met in the future and should include supporting documentation. Appeals
concerning Maximum Time Frame must also include a written Academic Plan and a graduation date from
the student's enrollment or faculty advisor. A graduation application may also be required. Appeals that
are approved will reinstate a student's financial aid in a probationary status with academic conditions. As
long as the student meets the conditions of the reinstatement they will continue to receive financial aid.
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